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Compendium of a Sermon. 
6 Man shall nof live by bread alone, bul by every. word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God\”—Mat. 


iv. 4, 

When our Saviour had been led up into the wilder- 
ness to be tempted, and had fasted forty days and forty 
nights, he became hungry. Then the tempter came 
and said, ** If thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread.” Jesus replied, ‘* It is 
written,* Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth ont of the mouth of God.” 
By this reply, Christ intimated that to procure food for 
his mortal body was not his highest concern; and that 
he had other and more powerful support in the glorious 
‘roth which God declared to him, This truth was to 
him as meat and drink. 

The declaration that man shall noi live by bread a | 
lone, regards mankind in geveral, thongh Christ, in the 
present case, referred it particularly to himself. It is 
manifestly founded on the important truth that man is 
constituted with a capacity and taste which require 
something more than mere animal gratifications. When 
all his animal wants are completely satisfied, he has 
yet another kind of wants remaining, which, unless also 
supplied, will render him wretched, even amidst ail bis 
abundance. [lis ungoverned passions destract and soon 
drise hitn to destruction ; and he needs the principle of 
Virtue, which «lone can make him at peace with him- 
self, and render his existence happy. He knows him- 
ce}f too ignorant to direct Lis fortune, and too weak to 
face a thousand dangers that lie on every hond, ready 
to rise up against him; and he necessarily wants some 
enperiot Guardian, on whose ability and faithfulness he 
nay rely. And conscious of his mortality, he wants 
the assurance of life beyond the grave. He cannot te 
said relly fo lire, till the word of God speaks the need- 
ed bope and confidence to his anxious mind; and di- 
recting him to those paths which are pleasantuess and 
peace, inspires him with virtue and religion. 

This is not idle declamation. Iimagine to yourselves, 
if possible, my hearers, a man destitute of all these re- 
Let him know of no God, and ! 
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licious views and hopes. 
enticipate no futurity,—and what does he become? 


his Creator and Benefactor, and to consider all mankind | 
as his brethren, with whose happiness bis own is insep- 
arably connected. It is now thut man begins to live in| 
the extensive sphere for which he is naturally constitut- 
ed; and he thus lives, not by bread alone, but also by 
the word of God, 

We have now taken a general sutvey of the doctrine 
of our text. But there is one particulat in if, that op- 
ens to an extensive field we have not yet entered, and 
which is usvally overlooked. Every word, which 
proteedeth oul of the mouth of God, affords life to 
man, 

It is generally supposed that only the promises of God 
afford lve ; and that his threatenings and judgments have 
a contrary effect. But according to our text, every 
sentence, which God pronounces on man, is ultimately 
life,-his threatenings as wellias promises. Let it be're- 
marleed too, that this is necetsarily the case, if God be 
unchangeable, His words cannot at one time be death, 
and at another, life. One Spirit must uniforialy intpire 
them ail, as God is not possessed of natores opporite'to 
each other. His threatenings proceed from the ewme' 
mind, the same disposition, that his promisés ‘do; and 
must tend to the same final resuit. He ponishes from 
no other purpose than to reform and rewder happy; he 
kills but to make alive. This doctritte’ of ouf text will 
be happily illustrated and confirmed by a few eXnmples 
on sacred record. 

The Pealmist suffered the judgments of 'a just God: 
one of his sons, encouraged by his own litentiot® ex- 


ample, fixed a disgrace on his family, thé most mnvtily- |’ 


ing that a father’s heart coulth endure ; anothéf, in re- 
venge, killed the offending brother, and soon‘aftet stole 
the people's hearts, rebelled and drove the’ old: father 





here urged, that God does indeed punish the saint for 
good, but not the sinner? Then see the effect of the 
sufferings God inflicted on Joseph's brethren. They 
were not saints. Who can read unmoved the story of 
their distresses when théy stood before the unknown 
Governor of Egypt, and in theif trouble confessed «8 
ohe another, ** We ate’ verily guilty concerning out 
brother, in that we saw thé anguish of his soul whet hé 
betought us, ahd We would not heat. Thérefore is thid 
distress conie upon us.” Or if you pleasé, behold them 
when Judah, in an agony’ of feeling, besodght theit 
stratige und unrelenting lord td let hith bécomie bie bond: 
mah, and suffér Bénjamih to retort with his bFéthreti 
that his father might not die: Tie sé¥tie was sch that 
Joseph could not refrain himself, ahd wept'aloud. All 
their suffetingt, However, weré for theif profit, as much 
so as Jacob’s were for his. Eventually, they were 
life. . 

If we need further confirmation of the’ truth of out 
téxt, look at the cutalogue of al] the punishments which 
God threaténed to executé on the Jews if théy trans- 
gretsed his law. First, thie Lord tells them, that if they 
would not perform his commandments, he would. ap- 
point over them terror, consumptioh aud the buruing 
ague; he would set his face agaifist them, and slay 
them béfore their enemies, and make those that hated 
them td role over them. And then, if they would not 
hearken' unlo hini, he would punish them yet seven 
times mote for theit sins : he would make their heavens 
aé iron, and their earth as brass ; he would make them 

pd their strength in vain, while neither the land 
duld yield its increase, nor the treés their fruit. 
after all this, they would still walk contrary to him, he 
told them that he would bring seven timés more plagues 





broken-hearted from the throne. In his old age, Diivid 


was obliged to stand and see the pestilence sweep off the 
hie people, on account of his own folly, till he ptayed Abd finally, if nothing else would reform them, he 


God to destroy him, andsavethem. These jndgménts,. would seiid the pestilence ; famine should follow; he 


together with his guilt for his abominable crimes, eo tot-| himself, in fury, would walk contrary to them, making 


thera eat their sons and daughters for meat, casting 


tured his soul that he cried out, ** The pains of hell gat 
hold upon me.” But were not David's afflictions all 


for his advantage? Hear his own testimony: “It is | 


good for me that I have been afflicted.” 
The patriarch Jacob, during many of the latter years 


of his life, was a man of sorrow, and acquainted with | 
i grief. God took: from bim a wife whou he had loved ‘théy flee affrighfed whew none pursued, and iu their 
{ 


fupon them: would sénd wild beasts to rob them of 
their children aud carry desolation through the Jand. 


(leit o@n ‘cardases on their idols, spreading desolation 
through their counfiy till theif enemies themselves 
should bé astohithed af it; drawing out a SwWord after 
thim and scattering thém aniong the heathen, till their 
hearts should faint at the sound of a shaken leaf, and 


An orphan child, amid the wide, unsheltered creation ! | with unbounded affection ; and scarcely was this wound distraction | fall upon oé another! It freezes one's 
€ | = " : Hs . | " i ; ; . ae tie’ ; 
With po oujepuwnte but the sensual, cloying gratifica- | healed, when his sons, some of whom had before dis-| blood to read the catalogde. But take notice, my hear- 

y = 5 Sttetsy > | - 


tions of the solitary moment thatis present. 
around, the world to him is chaos, moving along with- 
out a Master. He isa brother to th beasts of the wil- | 
derness, and the fish of the sea! Yes, and more ruis- | 
erable than they: endired as-he is with reflection, he | 
must, at times, however vnwilling, look forward, and | 
contemplate the prospect before him; and O God, 
what manner of prospect presents it-elf to’ such a be- 
ing! The darkness of the grave forever and ever !— 
The nnutterable horror of eterna) non-existence ! 

But cive him the assurance that he bis an Alwighty 
and All-wise father, under whose guardian care he | 
ever lives and. mover, and he, at once, feels himself at 
home. ‘The world is no longer a chwos, but a syetem 
well-ordered and sure. ‘Teach him the glorious doc-| 
trine of immortality,.and all his frigitful darkness gives 
way to eternal light. Heaven shines in-splendor, a- 
bove ; earth rejoices; and all nature is ammuated by 
the Living Spirit of tm Universe. He is tauglt to lov: 


* Deuteronomy viii. 3, 
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| 
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his clothes and would not be comforted. Afler tiany 
years, his whole family was reduced by famitic to the | 
point of perishing ; and fe had the prospect not only of 
dying the most dreadful of deaths, but aleo of having 
his name and memory blotted out from the face of the 
earth. Providence indeed opened a way to bis relief ; 
but it was by the apparent sacrifice ‘of another sou,— 


and another still was demanded. His bleeding beurt 


,could endure ‘no more, and he svid, ** Josep is not, 


Simeon is not, and ye will teke awey Benjamin aleo, 
All these thiugs are against me.” Blind old nian! all 
bis affictions were life ;—they were operating for his 
good, and hastening forward a scene of happiness and 
glory he dreamed not of, 

Will it be said that the happy effect-of Gou's jndg- 
ments in the cases of Dasid and Jacob, ought not to be 
received as a general example, because there nen were 
God's servants? Willi that courdnon obsezvation be 


If he looks : graced him, set themselves against Joseph, * his darling! ers, tht’ the express design of each punishment, is .re- 
| chiid by the lamented Rachel, Joseph was soon eup- | formétion ; the whole ‘pesalty which God annexed to 
| posed to be destroyed ; and the afflicted old man rent! the transgressiog of Moses’ Jaw, was intended for the 


good’ of the transgré:sors. Ahd God concludes the de- 
nanciation by saying, * Aud yet for all that, when 
they bé in the land of their etiemics, | will not cast 
(hear away, neither will 1 abhor them to destroy. them 


‘utterly, and’ to’ breek my Covenant with thew, for | am 


the Lord their God. But'l will, for their suke, remem- 
ber the Covenant of their sucestors, whom I brought 
forth out of the jand of Eyypt, in the tight of the heath- 
en, that | might be their Gud:—1l am the Lord.” Lev. 
XXVi- . 

My friéiids, we ovight not to fear ihat God will ever 
proloutice’ any sefiterce on man, but what wall even- 
tuute in 1é/é. Every word of God is full of lifes We 
may live on his threatening® as well as on his promises. 


“Tough * no chattening for the present be j yous, but 


grievous, nevertheless, aflefwaid it yieldeth lic peace- 


vbauble fruit of righteousness auto thei that are exercised 
“thereby.” 


‘To borrow the words of tie Poalmiet, the 
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judgments of the Lord ..... - are more to be desired 
than goki, yea, than wuch fine gold; and sweeter than 


honey and the honeycomb.” Ps. xix. MARCUS. 
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“ Let all your things be done with 
. charity.’—1 Cor. xvi. 14. 


Of all the properties attached (o human nature, char- | 
ity holds the firet rank. This is a property calculated 
to raise its possessor in the sight of God and man. It is 
a bond that unites mankind in one body, and also 
unites this body to ite general head, which is Christ ; 
for this inclines all people endowed with it to love and 
obey their heavenly Father, and to love and do good to 
each other, and thereby they glorify God and increase 
their own happiness. A man, destitute of charity is 
prepared to act but in a contracted sphere, and to be 
of little or no benefit to himself or others ; whereas if 
he but possess this quality, he fills a larger sphere, pro- 
motes the cause of truth, increases the happiness of 
himself and friends, and adds to the beauty and peace 
af society. 

The apostle Paul bad an exalted and just idea of this 
glorious property. He considered a person, that was 
endowed with almost all things beside this, but as 
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal, For he says to his 
Corinthian brethren, ** Though I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels and have not charity, | am be- 
come as sounding brass, or a tinklingcymbal. And 
though I have the gift of propheey, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, 
so that | could remove mountains, and have not charity, 
Iam nothing. And though] bestow all my goods to 
feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned 
and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.” He 
also informs his son Timothy that charity is the end of 
the commandment. If so, in what does it consist? It 
must consist in love toGod and man. For our Saviour, 
when asked by the Pharisaic lawyer, by way of temp- 
tation, ‘“* which is the great commandment in the 
law, said unto him, thon shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. Thisis the Grst and great commandment, 
And the second is like unto it, thon shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets.*? May we not then 
say as did the apostle, we are nothing without charity. 

This effectually inclines those endowed with it, to 
exercise brotherly love and kindness, showing their 
words and works with meckness of wisdom. They 
are compassionate to the ignorant and those that are 


—_— 





Father loves all his children, that he is unlimited in his 
goodness, impartial in the bestowment of his blessings, 
and thereby will extend everlasting life upon all people, 
and therefore to be perfect as God is perfect, we must 
love our neighbors as ourselves? We leave the reader 
to conclude for himself, but * let all your things be done 


H. B.C. 


with charity.” 
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Messrs. Editors,—It was not until a few days since, 
that I discovered a query of B, S******* in the Maga. | 
zine, elicited in consequence of a few questions of my | 
own in the preceding number. Having been absent | 
from home some time, | did not see the Nagas ne con- 
taining his question until wy return. ‘This is my apol- 
ogy for not answering Lim before. 

1 do not understand what my querist means. Either 
my perception is dull, or his question is couched tn 
such ambiguous terms, that I cannot aifix a definite 
meaning fo it. He acknowledges, that my questions 
involving the doctrine of Universal Salvation, carry 
along with them much conclusive, posifire proof in fa- 
vor of that sentiment.” He admits that Christ is ac- 
fually the Saviour of all men, for, says he: ‘if Christ be 
aciually the Saviour of all men,” (which is an acknow!l- 
edgement on bis part that be is) ** how, orin what sense 
is he the Saviour of Korah, Dathan and Abiram?”? He 
also adds, that “tit is nod whether fhese persons or 
these of like character will finally be sared ;—this is not 
what he wishes to know.” (Here he seems to believe 
that they and similar characters will be saved) ** but he 
wishes to know how they are saved by Jesus Christ?” 
Now if he acknowledges that ‘hese will be saved ; I wil) 
atk him from his question as he has asked me from my 
questions, —‘* how they are saved if they are nol saved 
by Jesus Curist?”? 

But [{ presume that I do not understand him. If I] 
should snswer him that Korah, Dathan and Abiram, 
and those of like character were saved in the sane mat- 
ner and in the same sense, that “all men are saved,” 
that is, ** actually ;°? | presume I should not answer the 
intention of his question. For this would imply a que- 
ry of two simple a character, for a man of his profession 
and abilities to propose. If my esteemed friend wil) 
have the goodness to explain himself a little, in a friend- 
ly manner; | will endeavor, if my feeble abilities wil) 
admit, to answer him. But “if lam not qualified to 
give an answer’? myself—I presume (as his former sug- 
gestion intimated) ‘* some of my friends are qualified,” 
and will gratify him. W. D***, 
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out of the way. They ase merciful to the unkind and 


the unthankfu!, patient under afflictions and grievous | Eastern Association of Universalists, 


dispensations, full of pardon and forgiveness, ready to 


stretch forth a hand to succour the oppressed, and to} 
supply the wants of the needy. They are kind to the | Association of Universalists, met according to adjourn- 


afflicted and sorrowful, are friends to the wicow, and 
fathers to the fatherless, They bear with others’ fyil: 
ines and inGrmities, and rejoice at their prosperity, — 
Charity sweetens and beautifies all conditions and sit- 
uations of life, and dresses all things in a rich, comely, 
and durable apparel, which surpasses all other raj- 
ment. ’ 

Having partially seen and Jearned the nature of this 
Precious property of human nature, what does jt 


teach us? Does it teach us that our heavenly Fathe r| 


is an unkind, unmerciful and revengeful Being? That 
he loves but part of his dependant off=pring, that he is 


limited in his goodness and partial in the bestowment | 


of bis blessings, and thereby sees Gt to bestow on some 
of his children unceasing happiness, and on others end- 
jess woe and misery, and therefore to be perfect as God 
is perfect, we must love and favour some of our neigh- 
bors, friends and connexions, and also hate, persecute 
aftd torment others? Or does it teach us that our divine 


CONVENED AT TURNER, ME. JUNF, 1822. 


The Ministers and Delegates composing the Eastern 


ment, in TcurRveER, at Br. Seth Staples’, and opened 
the business of the Council by devout Thanksgiving 
and Prayer, by Br. S. Streeter. 

Proceeded to business by choosing 

1. Br. Sebastian Streeter, Moderator. 

2. Brs. Sylvanus Cobb and Russell Strecter, Clerks. 

Order of Exercise, Wednesday, A. M. 
Br. &. Streeter, introductory Prayer.—Br. S. Cobb. 


Sermon, from Eph. i, 13, 14.—Br. W. A. Drew, con- 
cluding Prayer. 
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Siz o'clock Service, 
First Prayer, Pr. J. Butterfield.—Sermon, Br. Wm, 
Frost; Ps. xxii. 17.—Last Prayer, Br. S. Streeter, 
4th. Met in Council, and adjourned to Thursday 
morning, 8 o’clock. Prayer by Br. R. Streeter, 
5th. ‘Thursday, 8 o'clock, met according to adjourn- 
ment, and joined in Prayer with Br. William Frost. 
6th. Read the credentials from several delegates, 
and heard particular relations of the state of Societies, 


aa 
——.. 


and of the prosperiiy of the Redeemer’s cause, in this 
section of his heritage. 
Voted, That the Universo tict Society in Minot, 
be received into f lowship with {)« Association, 

Sth. FKoted, That the Univer 


7th. 


list Society in Lewis- 


‘ton, be received into fellowship with this Association, 


Order of Publie Service, Thursday, A, M. 
Opening Prayer, Br. 5. Cobb. 
Pr, W, A. Drew, 1 Cor. xv. 12. 
Closing Prayer, Br. R. Streeter. 
Public Service, P. M. 
Introductory Preyer, Be. R. Streeter. 
Sermon, Br. S. Streeter, Eph. 1. 9, 10. 
Ordination of Br. Asa Barton. 
Ordaining Prayer, Br. J. Butterfield, 
Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge, Br. S. Streeter, 
Hand of Fellowship, Br, William Frost. 
_Prayer and Benediction, Br. 8. Streeter. 
9th. Voted, That Br. 
Circular to accompany the Minutes of the proceedings 
of this Session, and print them in the Christian Intelii- 
gencer and Gospel Advocate. 
10th. Adjourned this Association to meet by Divine 
permission, at Waterville, on the 4th Wednesday and 
Tharsday, in June, 1823. 
lith. Closed by solemn and devout Prayer by Br. 
Joseph Butterfield. , 


Circular Letter for 1822. 

The Ministers and Delegates of the Eastern Associa- 
tion of Universalists to their religious Brethren and 
Friends, send christian salutation and benediction, wish- 
ing you grace, mercy and peace, from the infinite full- 
nese of Him, whose presence filleth immensity. 

BreTaren,—We are happy to congratulate you on 
the general prosperity which attends the cause of im- 
partial benevolence and universal salvation. As far as 
owr knowledge extends, there ie much reason for ex- 
pressing our gratitude aud rejoicing, that the gorpel has 
been preached in its simplicily, end in many cases, with 
demonstration and power. The seed of the kingdom 
has taken deep root, in the hearts of thousands, and 


co 
Fermon, 


tussel] Streeter prepare a 


produces the fruits of love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, kindness, faith, meekness and temperance. 
In proportion as the sowers of the word have been care- 
ful to prepare the ground for its reception, and pre- 
serve it pure from the mixture of tares, their Jabors have 
not been in vain. The great Lord of the vineyard has 
crowned their faitl.ful exertions with much success.— 
Blessed be his name ! 

Pleasing to us and gratifying to you, brethren, as it 
might be, to take a comprehensive survey of the pre- 
sent state of our cause, in this section, compared with 
what it was some /wenly years since, when a Barns, @ 
Root and a Farwell, (the two former of whom have 
since been called to the efernal home of their Master,) 
first proclaimed the glad tidings of Salvation to al) men, 
in this quarter of the vineyard, adding thereto the un- 
told felicities which abounded in a thousand hearts at 
our annual meeting, when we in spirit, shonted aloud 
for joy, in hope of the glory of God; superadding our 





3. Chose Brs. R. Streeter, 8. Cobb and Wm. Frost, 
committee, to receive and exawine applications for fel- 
| lowship and ordination and report on the same during 

the session ; and to grant Letters during the recess of 
ithe Association. ; 
Order of Service, P. M. 
Introductory Prayer, Br. J. Woodman.—Sermen, Br. 


| R. Streeter ; PI il. iil. = ; »} ine P re 
| Barton. > Phil. iii, 10.—Coucluding Prayer, Br, A. 





conjectures of the probable alteration which will be re- 
alized, in as many years to come, still, we deem it most 
eases to direct our attention and yours, to con-id- 
| erations of the causes of such consequences. Devoutly 
grateful for the past, conscious of our present accoun- 
tability for the means of promoting the prevalence of 
| truth, let us soberly devise a systems of operation, which 
jm udd to the increase, respectubility aud peraia- 
wence of our rcligicn, 
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~ Without sysfenr and order no christian denomination 
can long flourish and prevail, Wheh the fire of ardent 
geal is, in a measure, extinguiehed by uninterrupted 
joy, and we begin to depend more on deliberate reflec- 
tion, systematical movements become indispensable to 
the pertmanence and prevalence of ourcause, The his- 
tory ef transient swarms of burning fanatics, is the 
loudest testimony in support of our assertions. —Then, 
trethren, 

First. Let it be your prevailing object to form your- 
selves into regular Socielies, religious bodies, for the 
purpose of maintaining public worship and of giving all 
possible countenance to our Master's religion. A body, 
in this figurative sense, is composed of many members, 
all fitly designed and associated, with a /ead, on the in- 
telligence and volition of which, the several parts de- 
pend, This intimation, and the reflections with which 
you will accompany it, will admonish you of the obvi- 
ous propriety of potting yourselves into a situstion to 
prooved understandingly and systematically, inal] your 
operations as Societies. Officers should be 
whose health, inclinations, abilities and occupations 
will best admit of their being useful. Every good 
brother, cannot, with equal propriety, devote much of 
hie time to the society’s concerns, Both our hands are 
extremely useful and dear to us; and though one is of- 
ten preferred, the left hand wiil not complain that the 
other is most used, nor the right murmur, that it bears 
arm unreasonable burthen. Remember the maxim, 
‘United we sland, divided we fall.” Every regular 
body acts to one end. Did the feel and eyes wage war, 
what would be the consequence? When first begin- 
ning to act, you must expect to feel the ligaments and 
strength of your union tried and proved. Look at the 
machinery, io which one wheel turns a thonsand; and 
while it stands unused, the connexion of the several 
parts is unnoticed. Put it in operation, and the con- 
vexion will be discovered, and every wheel move with 
the rest, in harmonious motion. Thus may we form 
societies, go into operation, and realize the ties and 
bonds, hy which we are united. Having beguna Goon 
WoRK, lef us persevere. Too many societies having 
been organized, and meeting with some embarrassment, 
have neglected, if not abandoned, their profession.— 
liow unreasonable! As though a number of men were 
to build a fine costly vessel to trade to foreign ports, and 
fit her out to ride the rengh surges of the ocean; bot 


chosen 


and flaws of wind, and apprehending a tempest a-head, 
the officers and crew are disheartened, make into the 
barbor again, to beg their bread in the land of plenty; 
while the owners become discouraged, and leave her to 
float with the tide, unnsed ; exciting the pity of wise 
men, and the laughter of fools. But brethren, let the 
world be persuaded better things of us. Let our seal 
and knowledge co-operate. “ 

Secondly. Forsake not the atsembling of yourselves 
together, as the manner of some is. Public worship is 
of vital importance to the welfare of community and 
the future moral character of our offspring. let them 
be taught by parental examp/e and their morals formed 
by the precepts of Jesus. If youhave no public speak- 
er, meet on the Sabbath to read and explain the bible, 
and to sing God's praise ; and if you are not favored with 
a preacher raised from among yourselves, one will be 
sent yon, or we are neither prophets nor the sons of 
prophets. God forbid that we should drive our chili- 
ren to the alternative of wandering about on the Sab- 
bath for amusement, or of attending those places of 
worship, where their ears must be stunned by clerical 
thunders, their feelings embittered with orthodox illib- 
erality, their heads deranged by doctrinal contradiction-, 


and mothers! in the exercise of your abilities and pri- 
vileges, arise, and secure to your children the blessing: 
of rational religion and sound morality. 

Thirdly. Another reason for urging an immediate 
attention to the concerns of our own denomination, 
and fhe diffusion of correct principles and precepts, 
arises from the ambitions measures which are now in 
operation, to prevent the spread of the truth. 
ties of every name are formed, «nd to enlist the abili- 
lies, prejudices and resources of ihe community, the 
popular slang is excited against those, that refuse to be- 
come members, Hireling missionaries, of no reputa- 
fion at home, are sent abroad, to fan the public pas- 
sions to a flame, forerangelizing ‘he world, though noth- 
iug but sovereign grace or the divine influence, can, as 
they say, have the least effect! Many unsuspeeling 
and well-disposed christeans are members of those sovie- 
ties, paying their hard earnings to support foreign and 
calvinistic misstons, of the most dangerous and fatal 
tendency to our civil aud religious liberties, 


Socie- 


‘The con- 


of the collusion, goes to show, tbat if **the powers that 
be,” would permit, they would shut us from their tem- 
ples, and confine us in dungeons, tor our belief, Lov- 
ers of truth! shall we not awake from our sleep and 
proclaim by our deeds, that we are the friends of Jesus? 
With the tenderest affection and the most sincere re- 
gard for our liberal, but mistaken neighbors, let us warn 


duct of the most influential Doctors who are at the head | 


However widely scattered abrowd, Jet us be one m 
heat, striving to serve the Lord Jesus. Theory, of ev- 
ery description, without practice, is like food with no 
appetite, and strength with a tote! disinclination to ex- 
ercise it. God grant we may beboth Ararers and do- 
ers of the ward, obeying the commandments which are 
everlasting life. Eecentric as we may appear in this 
address, the Lord reward us according to our sincerity, 
and our zeal for his abundant honor. 

And now, may the boundless mercy of God over- 
shadow the world and crown with hopeful success the 
Amen, 


RUSSELL STREETER. 


exertions of Zion's friends. 


Per Order, 


—— 5. Co 


Locke’s opinion of Orthodoxy. 


There is nothing mere ridiculous than for a man, or 
company of men, to assume the tifle of Orthodoxy to 
their own set of opinions, as if infallibility were aunex- 
ed to their systems, and thosewere to be the standing 
measures of Truth to all the world; from whence they 
erect fo themselves a power fo (+ nsure and condemn 
others for differing at all from the tenets they have 
pitched wpon. The consideration of human frailty 
ought to check this vanity ; but since it does not, but 
that with a sort of allowance it shows itself almost in 





them of the religious arisiocracy which is at the door, 
and will bind us in chains; unless the means are with- 
held from the avaricious clergy. Look, and be aston- 
ished! How often do we hear the apparently grave 
divine, praying for a more liberal contribution to the 
missionary cause, or begging for a few cents to save 
from endless wrath, perishing immortals, and receiving 
with the smile of a miser, the last dime that industry 
and poverty could grant, while he himself is in posses- 
sion of many thousands, regaling mid the splendors of 
affluence and abundance, without bestowing a shilling 
that is not remitted by the mistaken liberality of his fe- 
male friends? How long will this delusion continne to 
prevail’ Can people in this enlightened land, believe 
such men are the ministers of Him, whose home was a 
work-shop, and his temple, the wave-beaten shore, or 
the mountain grove? Letus be kindly watchful that 
our own dvar conneyions and friends are not entangled 
in their nets of bondage. 

Fourthly. Let us inquire whether the countenancing 
of other societies and neglecting our own profession, 
wil] not have a direct tendency to continne the remiss- 
ness of our friends, who have not, as yet, publicly es- 
poused our faith. Their immediate interest, the dread 
of singularity, incompetency to stand forth in argumen- 
tative defence of the cause, together with the tnat/en- 
lion too apparent among its professors, unite in perpet- 
vating their bondage. Let all who know the truth, ex- 
ert their talents for its suppert, and those who are more 
favorable to it, than to any other system, make a pub- 
lic declaration of the same, and we won!d not be a mi- 
nority. More than half the support of our opposers is 
derived from those, who are considered by their preach- 
ers, as totally depraved and beli-deserving sinners.— 
The most moral and upright of them, are denominated 
the most dangerous members of society. Friends of 
Jesus! we have seen these things exhibited in real Jife, 
and shall we not now, eren now, step forward, maintain 
the declaration of truth, by christian regulations, unre- 
mitting examples, faithful exhortations and fervent 
prayers? 

To conclude, 
and misrepresented, let us be stedfast and forgiving.— 
When the enemy mis-represents us, let ns be careful 





or their tender hearts wrung hy the canting sarcasms 
aimed at the religion of their sincere parents. In the 
fame proportion as they are overawed by the external 
exnetimeny of the preacher and influenced by his mis- 
representations, they will be lead to conceive a dis- 
esteem for them, whom they should venerate. Futlices | 





} will be heard and answered, and so will ours, when we 
pray with the same spirit! 


that we fairly representhim. By good will, gentleness, 
truth and prayer we can overcome. Never lose sight 
of the great pattern of moral and religious excellence. 
Remember, he said, 


* Father, forgive.” His prayer 


Bretaren: If we are persecuted | 


‘all religious societies, the ploying of the trick round suf- 
ficiently turns it into ridicule ; for each society having 
jan equal right to a good opinion of themselves, a toan, 
by passing but a river or a bill, loses that orthodoxy in 
one company, whieh puffed him up with such assurance 
and insolence m another, and is there, with equal jus- 
tice, himself exposed to the like censures of error and 
heresy, which he was so forward to lay on others at 
home. When it shall appear, that infallibility is intail- 
ed upon any one set of men of any denomination, or that 
Truth is confined to any spot of ground, the name and 
use of Orthodoxy, as it is now in fashion erery where, 
will in that one place be reasonable, Till then, this ri- 
diculons cant will be a foundation too weak to #1 stain 
that usurpation (hat is raised upon it. 
[Locke’s Second Vindication. 
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To the Editors of the Magazine, 

Messrs.—I am now induced to request you to hare 
the goodness to communicate to me, through the medt- 
um of your useful paper your opinion of St. John. vi. 27, 
Eph. ii. 8,9. should like for you to be somewhrt 
particular on.the former, the latter is only mentioned, 
as it appears to oppose the passage in St. Jolin. 

John vi, 27, ** Labor not for the meat which perish- 
eth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting 
Ife, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him 
hath God the Father seeled.”” 

Eph, ii. 8,9, ** For by grace are ye saved through 
faith ; and that not of yourselves; it is the gilt of God: 
Not of works, lest avy man should boast.” 

M. i. D. 


Another Conversion in the Ministry ! 


Br. Benjamin Hickox, who has heen for enme time 
a licensed.teacher, of the Methodist connesion, hse 
been brought to the light of the glory of God, as mani- 
fested in Christ Jeens, for the salvation ofall men. And 
has become a herald of glad tidingse—even the glad ti- 
dings of perce on earth, and good will fo men, 

Mr. Il. is new residing with the Edfter of the Inguir- 
er, and has commenced his labers in the ministry of re- 





concilistion, whieh we trust will be blessed to the edi 


| fication aud copverion of many. 
t 


Ih lig/ous Ingquérer:. 
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Messrs Editors,—As the following lines show in a 
very delicate and feeling manner the propriety of a 
HERMES. 


The Two Flowers. 
I saw a fower—that flower was fair; 
It had been rear’d with tender care ; 


Its leaves were bright—its blossoms gay, 
It shone in all the bloom of May. 


While I the tranecient flower survey’d, 
Its lovely tints began to fade; _ 

Its glowing colors, late so fair, 

No longer shone with lustre there. 


The stem, which had upheld the flower, 
Decay’d, and wither’d in an hour, 
Sunk to the earth, no more to rise, 
Just as the flower of beauty dies. 


1 viewed the corse awhile, then said, 
How quick that fond attraction’s fled ; 
Hlow soon do beauty’s charms decay ; 
‘They bloom and wither in a day. 


I saw another flower, whose sight, 
Inspir’d my soul with sweet delight ; 
For it was not like beauty, made, 
‘lo droop, to wither, and to fade. 


But daily, as the sun arose, 

It did a thousand charms disclose, 
Which lovely and more lovely grew, 
The more they were disclosed to view. 


Its name was virtue, and it shone 
When all the other flowers were gone ; 
No blasts could make its leaves decay ; 
No frosts could make it fade away. 


Mary, thou pride of youder bowers, 
Which dost thoa choose of these fair flowers ? 
Methinks I hear thee gently say, 


Thal, which will never-fade away. By a Lady. 


eo 


SELECTED. 





Let fashion’s votaries seek to find 
Amusement in the crowded hall, 
Where wit and beauty are combin’d, 
T° enliven and to grace the ball; 


Where cheerful notes of melody, 
From viol, fute and tambourine, 
Inspire with pleasure, mirth and glee, 

And add enchantment to the scene. 


Let thoughtless mortals still pursue 
The sports and follies of the day, 

Let belles and beaux and dandies too 
Have their cotilions, reels and play ; 


Bot I will seek for purer joys 
Than worldly scenes of mirth afford ; 
Their revels, tumults, pomp and noise, 
With happiness but ill accord. 


With some dear friend, some kindred soul, 
trom life’s gay scenes I'd often part, 

And, freed from etiquette’s control, 
Indulge the pleasures of the heart. 


! love to wander in the place, 
Where human foot hath seldom trod, 
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ne a i eythane - 


Where all, th’ admiring eye can trace, 
Proclaims the pow’r of Nature's God. 





| love to climb the craggy steep, 
And view the landscape spread helow ; 
Or range the caverns dark and deep, 
Where cryetal streams meand’ring Cow. 


Or on some rock, projecting o’er 
The wild and frightful precipice, 
I'd sit and view the floods that pour 
impetuous down the deep abyss. 


In scenes like these, tho’ drear and rude, 
I'd seek for peace and pleasure too ; 
And find more joy in solitude, 
Than fashion’s votaries ever knew. 
Bard of the Valley. 
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Thoughts on the Doctrine of 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 


This is a subject of a very peculiar nature. It in- 
volves considerations so weighty, of such vast moment, 
and so complicate and difficult of discussion and deci- 
sion, that it seems almost to forbid the mind’s approach, 


preposessions or party feelings which too often grow 
from early habits of inconsiderate thinking and from 
some circumstances of a local or personal nature. 

The writer of this has no disposition to interpose in 
the discussions which have appeared in the Magazine ; 
he chooses that the writers who are engaged should 
proceed uninterruptedly. Yet if be could be allowed 
to suggest a hint that if they should see cause to treat 
a subject of such vast importance with Jess apparent 
evasion, and with more solemnity and sound argument, 
and not give offence, he would deem it a privilege ; for 
although it was euggested some time past, that much 
had been written on this subject, which was thought 
not to be very satisfactory to the public, it really seems 
that what has been written since has not evinced any 
material improvement. Of thisg however, let others 
judge. 

My own reflections on this great question are so nu- 
merous, that it would be vain to attempt a systematic 
exposition of the whole, in a communication suitably 
limited for the paper. It will be necessary, therefore, 
to confine myself to one particular question, viz. Is it 
possible to bring the subject of a future day of judg- 
ment, in another world, at which trial all men will be 
judged according to their works in this life, and then 
recompensed according to the same, to ovr understand- 
ings, and make this retribution, at the same time, con- 
sist in the entire and complete happiness of some, and 
in the real and positive misery of others? 

If | use my reason on this question, | must say, that 
it appears to me utterly impossible. The opposers of 
Universal Salvation contend that such a judgment re- 
sulting in such retribution is clearly set forth in the 
scriptures, and that this retribution will be endless. ~— 
Universalists have contended that such a supposition is 
unreasonable, because it is nct understood how it can 
be possible for such a division to be made of the human 
family, and for one part to be entirely happy, and the 
other entirely miserable ; because our nature partakes 
of such powerful sympathies that if we see those whom 
we love in torment, we cannot avoid a participation of 
such misery. The reply to this bus been, that the 
blessed will see that the torments of the miserable are 
for the glory of God, and therefore wiil rejoice in it; 
but this has uever satisfied the minds of Universalits.— 








Now it seems that those Universalits, who believe, with 
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| their opposers, in the doctrine of this future judgment 
‘and retribution, need some method to auswer this ob- 
‘jection. They hold to the same judgment, to the same 
rewards and punishments as do those who believe in 
endless misery, only they hold, that after, what they 
call in scripture language, ererlasting, forerer and erer, 
‘and efernal, has passed away, there will be an-end to 
the torments of hell. The weighty question with me is, 
} how is it possible for one clats of mankind to be entire. 
‘ly blessed iv heayen, during these everlasting ages, and 
yet know, at the same time, that not only their fellow 
‘beings are in misery, but that their nearest connexions 
| are suffering these dreadful torments ? 
| A hope is entertained, that no one will indulge a 
| thought, that my question is moved with a desire to per- 
| plex honest minds, or to trifle on a subject of this sol- 
emn nature. | am a man considerably advanced in 
life, have infirmities of body which warn me that I must 
| before long go the way of all the earth, and I have a 
ilarge family round me whose happiness is, in my mind, 
identified with my own; I, therefore, need to be in- 
formed, before | subscribe to this belief, of a future se- 
paration of the human family, how. it can be reconciled 
with reason and the law of our common nature. Those 
who earnestly contend for this awful division of map- 
kind in the future world, profess to believe that we 
sha]] hereafter retain a perfect recollection of our cop- 








and admonishes most solemnly against indulging any | 


( 
| 


| nexion and our actions in this life; and this appeers 


necessary in order to subject the wicked to punishment; 
but then if this be the case, and if companions, parents 
and children, brothers and sisters and all the dearest 
eonnexions in this life are, in, millions of instances, to 
be separated, as represented in the accounts which are 
given of this future judgment, how can one class be ev- 
tirely happy and see the other class in the torments of 
hell? 

Should any serious, friendly person think the ques- 
tion which I have here stated, deserves a candid an- 
swer, and if such a friend will favour me with a solu- 
tion of it, he will confer a great favor, and merit the 
gratitude of Hi. B. 
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Messrs. Editors, —The following account of the de- 
lusion of a young man, was written in the month of 
May last, with an intention to have it published, but it 
was withheld by the request of a friend, not to publish 
it, for fear of wounding the feelings of the young man’s 
connexions. However, on seeing in the Magazine your 
request to have cases of delusion noticed in a public 
manner, | have thought proper to have it piblished, 
hoping its publication may be of sufficient benefit to 
community, to over balance the wounds it may infliet 
on the unfortunate young man’s connexions. G. M. P. 


A respectable promising young man by the name of 
, living in the village of , State of New- 
York, was something more than a year since, while se- 
riously considering his future destiny, brought under, 
what is commonly called, concern of mind. Being in a 
poor state of health, in this situation was visited by 
some of his Methodist friends, who informed him it was 
possible for him so to fall away as to loose his religion, 
and of consequence his soul. The effect produced by 
this information in this weak state, was what might 
have been expected. He was soon after deprived of 
his reasoning faculties and was actually so far derang- 
ed as to make several attempts to relieve his troubled 
mind, hy committing suicide, but was prevented pulting 
his designs in execution, by some friendly hand. He 
has now regained his forwer health, but bis mand does 
not appear regulated. He speaks of having had a re- 
velation different from any ever befere revealed. He 
says, the religion he once possessed is gone, yea, forev- 
er gone. He in conversation with one of his acquoint- 
ance, but a short time since, said that he was confident 
that his sow] would be forever Jost, that he bad nota 
remaining hope. 








Note. In consideration of the possibility ** of wound- 
ing the feelings of the young wan’s connexion,” *e 
i place; but reserve them for the 
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withhold the name. an 





satisiaction of inquirers.— Zdifers, 
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